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MESSAGE FROM Dr. Ben McBrayer

Greetings:

OQur first reunion at Forest City, NC was a success and it was
a good start which gives us great expectations. With represent-
atives from 19 states we had good covaae One session was devoted
to association business and was very productive. Definitive action
was taken,

1. Approval of the Constitution as presented with suggestion
that the Immediate Past Chief be a member, ex officio, of
the council.

2. Approval of the present cofficers to serve untll the next
election

3. Establish dues at $10 per household which includes sub-
scription to the family newsletter. Dues paid now will go
through 1989. _Send you remittance to Ethel Koller, 3100
College, Berkely, CA 94705

‘Appointments to Committee on Regional Organization and a Consitution
and By-Laws Commmittee will be made as soon as we receive agreement
F to serve and the list approved by the Executive Council. Our thanks
' go to Alan and Susan for the splendid arrangements for the Reunion.
Finally, plans for a Family Tour to Scotland in 1989 are being
~worked on and hopefully we will have a finished itinerary shortly
after the first of the year. ¥If you are interested-please drop me
& a card sg that I can contact you as soon as we have the itinerary
3 ‘‘and costs available. We must have a minimum of 20 persons to make
e it feasible.
ﬂf,\;?\hrn‘ Again, hopefully we will see you as members and active workers
a splendid organization.

Sincerely,

Ben McBrayer
23488 SW Pony Ridge
Dunnellon, FL 32630

Dr. Terrell McBraver, . e Pi‘f%lﬁh
MCERAIR FAMILY NEWSLETTER Wooristock, G'?J
418 ALLATOONA WAY Tarmit Ko,
WOODSTOCK, GA. 30188 : .

Robert L. McBrayex..
952 0ld Goddard Rd.
Lincoln Park, Mi. 48186
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THE GOAL OF THE FAMILY ASSOCIATIDH

To promote and preserve a spirit of kin and fellowship within the
Family. This action is the beginning of what can be a tremendous vital
organization if our Family members will believe and support the idea
that we must preserve and encourage the great heritage of this family.
It is a heritage of honor, importance and integrity. We must work to-
gether for a common cause, "To promote and preserve the spirit of Kin
and Fellowship within the Family."

I flew to Pittsburg, Pa., at the invitation of Evelyn Brier, the
widow of our Gleason Brier.” 'Kaye Quinn (William, David, David) drove
from Connecticut to Evelyn's house where we enjoyed the company of our
hostess, Evelyn, her son Robert and his ‘wife. The Brier house, if my -
memory Serves, was a hundred'yeays old when Gleason and Evelyn bought
the property years ago. At that time, it was situated well out in the
country; times change and it is’ h .in the center of a beautiful resi-
dential district with winding s: :eets, .:trees and well cared for houses.
The Brier house, on its acre nf'}gnd, is surrounded by lawn, Blue Spruce,
majestic White Oaks and other pérmanent plantings. The weather was balmy
and we sat on the porch just tal}%ﬂg What a pleasant memory to think
back on. ; er

s - R UP s o e

Kaye and I left Plttshurg at¥f'cTock on the morning of September 31
to drive to our meeting in North Carolipa. We drove through the most
beautiful country, Pennsyfvania, Iwese- virglnla, Vlrglnla and on to
North Carolina; rolling green hillE; 'mountains, weather not too hot nor
too cool, over superb motorways, with only one toll road and the fee was
surprlslngly small, to arrive at our destination at 7 o'clock in the
evening. 12 hours later.

Soon after our arrival at the BlgHorn motel, there was a tap on the
door and it was our much loved Dr. “Ben and Helene McBrayer from Florida,
followed in rather rapid succession by other well loved friends who had
arrived early. Dot and John Anthony from Ohio; J. Robert and Margaret
McBrier from Kiawah Island, SC; Robert and Rheta McBrier from New Jersey;
the James McBrayers from the Isle of Palms, SC; Joyce Spencer and her
husband from Missouri; Bob and Betty McBrayer from Michigan. We just
visited for a while. It was so good.to see our friends again and we missed
those who were unable to be with us.because of other commitments.

On Saturday we met at the Baptist Church in Forest City to present
the constitution that had been hammered out in Atlanta in March, 1988,
There was a discussion of the role of the officers and the term of
office. Dr. Ben McBrayer as Chief; The Rev. Terrell McBrayer, Vice Chief,
Ethel Brier Koller, Secretary-Treasurer, Charles W. McBrayer, Director
and Jerry McBrayer, Legal Consultant.

It was the feeling of those present that dues must be kept as
reasonable as possible. Since the dues will cover the subscription to
the newsletter, In Defiance, we must be able to cover those expenses and
other expenses of the Association. A vote was taken by those present
at the Baptist Church on Saturday, October 1, 1988, and it was voted to
have the yearly membership, which is to include the gquarterly newsletter,
In Defiance, to be held at $10 per year. Lifetime membership to remain
at S100.



, CARL SEZ
HOWDY COUSINS!!!!

Well, the first national reunion is a thing of history and it sounds as if much
good came from the meeting. Pat and 1 regret that we could not be there to meet
our many cousins, but I'm sure that the word was passed about our son being
involved in a serious auto accident which prevented our attending. He was
injured quite seriously, but, through the grace of God, he will eventually
recover. Although he will carry a dozen screws, three pins and a couple of rods
in his left leg perhaps the rest of his life, he will be able to walk again.
THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE SENT CARDS AND LETTERS OF SUPPORT.

Pat and 1 had planned to be with you in October, but.... Of course there will
always be another time, but there can never be another son for us. Thank God for
him!!!

Let's turn our thoughts to another theme now.... LET'S WORK TOGETHER FOR THE
GOOD OF THE FAMILY. Although there was some consternation concerning the
election of the association officers, they have now been duely named to their
respective positions, so... Just as in a political election, we some times don't
support a particular candidate, but if he is elected;by popular majority vote,
then we should support that individual .while he is in office. And that is what
we need to do now....support our ‘€lected chief and his cabinet. Put all
differences aside and pull tngether'}gjﬁﬁgg,ﬁur family association work. A dream
for so many years - our family _dnity_has finally been realized. Let's now
concentrate on making it the best ppggtﬁﬁgii

A 1ot of new information i§ coming in Tatély for addition to the family files.
Thanks to all who have contributed. Hopefully, in a future issue of our
newsletter I will be permitted, some. space:to bring you that new data.
= SW sarloxed fi. .. .
As the holiday season'ﬂr;wg,ne;g;ﬁpizggggl‘wpu]d like to take this opportunity
to wish each of you a very MERRY CHRISTMAS ;AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.
UNTIL NEXT TIME.....I REMAIR "IN DEFIANCE",
- Loy SLID
CARL MCBRAYER
Additional Information on Proposed McBrayer Tour to Scotland
June or-Jdly 1989

~“On November 22, I received an answer to my letter to Nigel Trauter
about participating in our tour agg I want to guote from that letter

r information.
fgr‘%ﬂ?to your proposed viéf@%ﬁ:?%ﬁmlana in June or July next year,
I shall be glad to cooperate in sohie degree. I fear that my diary
being what it is, I would not be-able to accompany your party on a
West Highland Tour, much as I would like to do so. But I would be
happy to meet your party, and pexrbaps take you on a days excursion 1n
the Border country and my own East Lethian, visiting castles, abbeys,
etc. If you wanted, I could give you a slide show and talk, covering
most parts of Scotland." : -

Tg}ma this is an exciting and enticing gesture on the Part of ﬁr.
Trauter and would help make our tour a successful one. With the aid
of Mr. Trauter in the Dumfrieshire area we would gain much of the
history and excitement of Scotland. I shall keeE you aware of.plans.
Since there will not be sufficient time to acgquaint everyone ?1th all
particulars. Please let me know if you are interested in taking such
a tour and I will keep you informed. We wlll‘neeﬂ to have at least
20 people(minimum) and hopefully up to 30(maximum). g

LET ME KNOW.

Ben
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REV. J. W. BRIER SR. r. 28
PASSES AWAY AT LODI

THE LATE REV. J. W. BRIER SR.

LODI, Nov. $.—Rev. J. W. Brier Br. passed away st his home, Oak
Place, here yesterday. He was one of the earliest ploneers to this Biate and
figured prominently im the ghastly drama of the historical Death Valley
pany of ‘49, '

Rev. Mr. Briar was born in Dayton, Ohie, on October 14, 1814, of Bcotch

E parentage. He early :tntertd the minfstry and for the past wHxty years had

been an active worker for the church. In 1535 he married Miks Juliet Walls,
who survives him. Of this union six children were born, four of whom are
living. With his wife and two children Mr. Brier joined the now famous
Death Valley party, And gfter gufferine untold nrivatiaons hroughe hia fam.
lly through to make history for the Golden BtaTe. The deceased had for
many years taken an active pﬁ't im politics, having stumped the Brate
for Lincaln, (irant. Garfleld, Biadne and Harrison. He was a charter meam-
ber of the Republican party in California and his speechcs were flery ut-
Warances, he beipg a veritabis “Old Man Eloquenat.” Two years ago he
weuld have H‘Xﬂmd the State for McKinley, but falllng health prevented;
meverthelicns h roused local audiences by his words of wisdom,

e will be buried to-morrow from the Methodist Eplscopal chureh,
Whi:h. by a strange colncidence, he founded many years ago, when Lod!
Wir first born,
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Balance Brought Forward 9/1/88: $186.18
Receipts Since 9/1/88: 63.00
Total Brought Forward, Plus Receipts $249.18

EXPENDITURES: 9/1/8BB Issue (1,000 letters)

Duplicating Costs (paper, toner, etc.) $136.92
Postage 54.94
Clerical Costs 50.00
Total Expenditures ) $241.86
BALANCE ON HAND (Thiswill be anopemational fund hereafter) _ 57.3%

BAL. IN DUMBRIES MEMORIAL FUND 51,350.%6
(PLEASE NOTE: THE COSTS OF THIS MAILOUT

ARE NOT DEDUCTED)*Monies for subscriptions are now mailed to:

Ethel Koller, 3100 College Ave., Berkeley, Ca. 94706. Ethel is

our Secretary-Treas. She has opened an account for the newsletter:

The amount on hand 10/31/88 was $521.00 (send $10. for memership &
Sub. to Ethel)

3ME NOTES FROM TERRELL MCBRAYER, TEMPORARY VICE-CHIEF

First I want to tell you that I WAS EXCITED and thankful for the
the fine representation of our family in Forest City on Oct 1,2, 1988.
Relatives were there from EIGHTEEN states, from beautiful babies to
our beautiful aging.

A BIG THANKS MUST GO TO ALAN AND SUSAN MCBRAYER and the family
in the Forest City area for hosting the first national reunion! They
were most gracious, and my, was the fellowship sweet! And the food was
great!

OQur hearts were saddened that Carl could not be with us, but we
are glad that their son is now much improved.

I commend Carl, Ben, Ethel, and the many others who have kept
the torch burning to help bring our family to this point of closer
relationship. Let me emphasize that we are not trying to take over,
and my own view is that we should move quickly to conduct an election
of permanent officers. The Constitution provides for a Chief,Vice-
Chief, and Secretary-Treas. for two-year terms. The Chief appoints a
nominating committee upon approval of the Executive Commitee. Two
people shall be nominated for each office, and election will be held
by mail ballot; One year was mentioned as the tenure for the tempo-
rary officers. My view is that we should move ahead with this, and
elect permanent officers via the 9/1/89 newsletter. I am concerned
lest anyone think we are misusing our roles as temporary officers.

May I urge those of you with time and ability in leading to come
forth and offer yourself for leadership. I want very much to be a
part, BUT FOR THE NEXT FIVE TO SEVEN YEARS I WILL BE EXTREMELY BUSY

AND WOULD PREFER OTHERS TO REPLACE ME. MY HEART WILL ALWAYS BE WITH
YOU, MY PRECIOUS KIN.

terrell mcbrayer




