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FROM THE CHIEF

Helene and | both hope that you had a
lzasant and merry holiday season. ke
iope that (991 will be a good year for all

ot ys and that a pzaceful solution to our

world's problems be in the near future.

Recsaciation matters have been active. |
attended a McEraver reunion in early
October in Idatel, OK. HNeedless to say,
the mesting of oid acquaintances and neu
ones was very rewarding to me.

Elzeuhere in this newsletter you will read
abcut the 1359] Hational Feunion, the
nominating committes, and a proposed |
reprint. of Carl McEraver's book "McErair
Famly, Volume One”, copyrighted 1967,

A meetina of the Family Council was held in
Houvenber by mail. Other activities plus
the expense of travel made it more
expedient to use thiz method. This
meeting was necessary to be sure we are
gaing in the right direction and to clarify
some procedures. (_full accounting will be
giveri at the Mational Reunion.

Ore final thousght, this Asscciation is for
all of us and each of us is a member af
the Mzmbership Committee, so work on it.
Get oth
| melcame vour letters. vyour comments,

vour criticiems.  Sco if wou have them, send
them on now. Dom't hold any punches.

Hope to see you in Indianat

NATIONAL REUNION
JULY 27 AND 28, 1991

The National Reunion is to be held in
northwest Indiana, in the Gary and
Hawmond area. Jdim McBrayer, his uwife
Borrie and other members of the family
are making arrangements.

Re soon as details are completed all .
tive members will be notified by a specjal
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2rs invalved o we can move zhead.

C
etter detailing plans, accommodations, etc.

ALMAGILL CASTLE - A
FORTIFIED TOWER HOUSE

By Ethel Brier Koller of Berkelevw, CR

The medieval fortrese i a ruin. of course.

has beern for centuries. Bubt there are
store= still there among the grassy
mounds and the moss—aroun stones that
nestle high on Almagill HiNl in Mid~Apnandale.
Stone was quarried here for centuries
for bwilding and repair of the fortress
which locked gcrosg the River Rnnan to
the vicimity of Carlisle in England. The
ridge provided a spectacular }.)lemgc-lnt, 3
natural site for a fortress ‘castle).
Almagill was nct far from the route the
Englich followed when moving thousands of
mer to attacl Scotland. The location of
vater to the fortress was as prime a
consideration as the impartance of the
far_ flung view. HNeither man nor beast
could survive long without water. It was
rowgh going demandn_nia a zugzaﬁ ascent to
the crest of the hill where the fartress
was situated. The terrain was clothed in
clumpe of lona tussocky grass.

In_ 1427 Herbert MacBrair received a grant
of _thie land of Rlmasill in the Farish of
Daltor._ As vou walk over the land you
see g Roman Ruin and the Range Station,
which is marked as "R remain from the
native lron Age."

In 1978 Lois Brier Gerwvan and | were shown
an_old planting map which ie tacked on the
wall of the house of the present owner

of RImagill. Three itemzs t,:aught. our
attention: the Roman Ruin, the lron Roe
remains and a3 statue on the ridae of a
nearby hill.

May Roberts of Lochmaben_and |
inve=ztigated the site in 1331 and found
what appeared to be a quarry and
numerous quarried stones a hundred feet
or o higher omn the hill ridoe, which .
indicated that somethlnﬁ quite substantial
had been built thare. M. Truckell,
curator of the Burgh Museum, and May
Roberts walked the locatiorn and Mr.
Truckell verified the fortress stone came
from this site.

How mary times did our ancestors gaze
southuwest across the Borderline into
England? How often they locked, dreading
what would socrer or later bear down on
tham from there, the great enemy hoste,
intent on the amnihilation of Scotland.



DUMFRIES CONNECTIONS

3T. MICHAEL'S CHURCH

Ter ell McBrayer sent for_ publication. the
L stafemant of gh ﬁc rp-ayer Edfm _;
Rccc«cwtlc-n funds. This fund was st arted
by Terrell and others and dedicated for

recc-gnltlc:n of the M=Brayer £amily drld

Fieir ﬁzromment positicr; as members of St.
lCth s Church in Dunfries during the
1Sth arnd 16th centuries.

There is #1,437.03 in this account as of

20-30. As of thiz date no decicion has
becr; made for the use of these funds
and no plan has been made to conduct a
campaign for their- incregzse. More about
this will be contained in future
rnelsletters.

SCHOLARSHIP ENMOOMMENT

At the conclusion of a trip to Scotland
L.oic Brier Girvarn Found che had several
pounds sterling remaining in her vacation
funds. 5She decided rather than
cornerting it she would a=l-' M. Alfred
Truckell, noted Dumfiries historian an

curatc'r a} 1: ue mu;eum, to caversee the
use of it F children in Dumfries. It
was de--lde he mormey would be used

Lo pur‘cha:e bc-c-l-'s in the name of the
tamily for the library of the elementary
echcol located near the housing addition
that containz ceven streets with the
MakBrar name. Mr. Truckell reports the
furd has a present balance ot $300.

To date nco books have been purchased
csince it has been sugaested that a
‘1cE€ran' ocholars—hlp Endoument ke, )
estoblizhad and the .ncc-mz-_- from the
grmcu: 5] be dedicated to thea library in
he familv name. In order to have
«'-'ui-flcnerd' revenue uwe neﬁd to greatly
increace the principal. ¥ this plan
interests you, you are encouraged to
send a contribution to the McBrair
Scholarship Endawment Fund ta:

Etheal Brier Koller
3100 College Auenue #4
Bzrteley, TA 3

MCBRAYER FAMILY BOOK

There have tueen many requests for 3

e —V—-cue of "McBrair Familv, Uolume Uns" by
Ca{ McEraver, e oriainal price of

will kold if "at least 250 copies are
ordered by Cctober i, 1331, Future
publication changes will be kayed to the

numbers contained in Volume Ore. Send
vour order to:

Carl B. McBraver

412 Char_ Lane

Miduest City, UK 73110
Fundes uwill be kept in escrouw. If orders

far 250 books are not received, money will
be returned.

Future wolumes uwill contain updates and
additicnal information as received, o, if
;,'c-u want the full story, vou wil] need
Jolume Ore. Carl will keep all information
sent him forr further publications, But,
remember, the family record is only as
accurate’ as the information he réceives.

RECENT FAMLY CHANGES

MARRIAGES
BIRTHS

DEATHS

Euerett day "Jack” McBraver died May 9,
1930 in Paris, Texas; burial in Everaréen
Cemetery, Paris.

James McEraver Sellers of Lexington,
lesr:-url, a top official at Wentworth
Military Rcademy Faor vears and & highly
decorated Marine Officer of MWarld Har |,
died September 5, 1330 at age 5.

Just heard about:

Heler "Pat” ledmc Mr‘Braver, wife of Carl
Theron McEraver, died October 25, 1989 in
Seattle, Nashinaton.

Verona May "Jera" McBraver Sanderson,
daughter of Carl Herry and Uerona
McBraver, died October 21, 193838 in
Wanatchee, Washingaton.

OTHER

Evelyn McBrayver Dull, dduqhter of Carl
and Pat McBrayer, Midwest City

rELPI'o‘Ed her Masters Dearee n Education
and is teaching in Harrah, Ok

MEMBER'S QUERIES

Dorothy Arthony, Representative of
Reagion i, r‘ecewecf from_z family member in
her redgian, Richard B. ahuﬂ. a McE‘r‘ay‘er
Wuadrangle Map. This map ¢ atticn of
Andarson County in central K en ucky
shouwing the name "McErayver" is from ths
Uepartment, of the Intericr Geological
Survey.

Meither Dorothy Anthony nct- Ethel Kaoller
knows whiat theé McBrayer (Quadrangle is
but speculate that it could be somehow
connected with James, the vouncest
immigrant brother. Jame_-, settled rear
Harrodsburg and was a arﬁe landhiclder in
Lincoln County. Following t

Revolutionary Har he wazs aranted 2,000
acres near Frankfort. The McBrayer
designation on the map is apprc:,amately 1€
miles north of Harrodzburg and 16 miles
south of Frankfort.

oes an one haue mcor-e detaﬂ= concerning
=o, notify the editors so it can
bn mcluded in f-‘utur‘e newsletters.

EARLY IRISH RECORDS

Ethel Brier Kc-ﬂer‘ wrote thdt the Reglctry
of Leeds from Courty Down, r‘eldnd,
evealc that transf erc of gr‘c«per‘
and to the members of the McBrier Famnhes
were recorded throu?hout the 13th and
ISth centurnee The family niame on this
glb ry ic s 1Ied McBrair, McBErier,
riar, and McBrver.

From the Public Record COffice, uwills of
McBryar, McBrayer, McBraire and McBriar
are noted. These names were taken from
indexes. The report save the wills were
destroyed by fire in 1322.



NOMINATING COMMITTEE

The Mominating Committee was appointed by
Chiet' Ben McEraver to submit for election
g slate of officers to be installed at the
ﬂa'f.nc«nal Reurnicn and to serve for three
vears.

Article Uil Section 1| of the Constitution
states: "The Executive Committee shall
congigh. of the elected officers: Chief,
Lice-Chief, Secretarvy-Treasurer and a
firector”

The Nominating Committee will nominate a
minimun of twe members for each office.
lritten consent of the nonines must be
obtained prior to submission of the name.

¥ you have a person from vour region you
would like to nopinate, obtain written

consent and submit the mane directly to
the Chairpersons of the Hominating
Committee. Alzo, please send a copy of

vour nominatiorns) to your Regional
Representative. Homirations are due to
the committee no later tham March 1, 1331

pfter March | the glate wil]l be announced.
Ballots will be malled to active members of
the association to be returned to the

Chairpersons of the Mominating Coamnittee.
Co~Chairpersons: Ken and Harriet Sears
0% Mew Hampshire _
Tavares, Florida 327v7e

Members: .
Reqion I Lol James McBrayer
airway Oaks Lane
Isle of Falms, 5C 289451

Region ll: J_ Earl McBrayer
oute 5, Hoy 3Y

o
Morehead, EY 30

Louellen Fledaer
Route 3, Box 3368
Brenham, T® 7r833

Region W: C_ 0. McBraver
121 H. vth
Kiowa, KS &7070

Region U: Laois Brier Girvan
1565 Horstman
Templeton, CR 93463

Please zend vour mominations as soon as
pascible.

REGIONAL REPS

Regicnal Representatives are the heart of
the oraanization. The editors are
indebted to those who have reported on
activities within their resion or .
notification of changes within the family
since the last newsletter.

Regior [l

The present Kepresentatives will serve
urtil the 1331 National Reuniorn.  Rrticle Vil
Section 2 A of the Constitution states:
"Each Region shall select its .
representative to the Family Council in any
manner approved by members in that .
regicr." Each Regicnal Representative will
send to the Chief the name of the
Representative chosen for the next .
three-year term. HNew Representatives will

HISTORICAL MOMENTS

The folloving was submitted by Ethel Brier
Koller comcerning the bwrial of McPrairs in
the cemetery at St. Michaels Church,
Dumfries.

Huoted from "Mamorial of St. Michael's" by
Hithiam McDowall, Edinbur-ah, Adam and .
Charles Black, 1878 "We have zought with
indifferent succeses throushout the
Cematery for some _monumental record of
the MErairs, a famly that were for many
aenzrations stil] morre influential and
Oﬁulent- in the district than the Komes,
who indeed occupied & wanauard glace
among the patrician fathers of the Burgh.
Betuween 1469 and 1551 at l=ast six of
them bore the rule as provosts.

0f terements in the town, and broad
acres on the banke of Hith and Urr, they,
dowun till sbout 200 vears agc, cwned an
extraordinary chare; but of ther
du=llings in t,F'us city of the dead scarcely
a trace iz vigible, thouash we know with
cartainty that many of them lie tathon-
desp or more below its turf. The |
patronymic appears once, and, so far as
wz have seen, once only In the recards of
the Cemetery, that are above the
zurface, but other stones, we may be
sire, are inscribed with the name that
have heen buried beside the bones who
bore it and mouylder away together. Om an
altar ztone a few varde eact of Bajle
Key's conspicucus monument, we read of
Janet MBrair az the wife of Thomas
Dickszon, Hightoun of Craigs; she lived to
be &5, her death cccurring i1 Novenber
1345, her husband having predeceased her
30 far back as 3 March 1802, wuhen he was
26; their son John [Dicksorn, of Hightown of
Cral'}s dieg at Jenmygill 30 June 1870,

aged &4, zlso named in the inscription.”

MCBRAYER SHIRTS

At the October reuricn in idable, OK
several people were wearing "T" shirte or
sweat shirts bearing the MNcBraver crest.
What furl They wers made by Haworth |
Imprrints, Haworth, UK, and the ouwner caid
he wouwld be happy to makes them available
to the rest of us.

White ar black shirts, sizes Youth 10-12
through Rdult 3xL. "T" shirts are $6 ang
sweat shirts $£12 (KL add $2 per shirt; 2L
and XL add $3) plus $2 postage and
handling on each order.

For those prices the owner did not want
to fill individual orders, so requested that
the editore receive the orders and
foruward the total to hin. Please state
colar and size of each shirt and make
Eour check payable to Haworth Imprints.

e sure to ﬁdd $2 postage. Send your
order and check before February 1% to:

Charles McBra¥er
S5z South E7th East Averue
OK 74145

be installed alon? with the elected
?gggcers at the National Reunion in July,



MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

Oon't. let your memberchl to the family
association expire 9390 members are
eing sent this IS"LIE c-i- "ln Defiance".
cuever, memberships are tor the
calendar year _and anly those who have
trenswed for 1891 will receive succeasding
rneysletters and be eligible to vote for

of ficers of the association. Me hope that
fFamily pride and interest in further
knowledae of our ancient. family cornection
wll encouragse enlarged membership.

Membershirs for the calendar vear are
F10. This ;:ut:-lu_atlon ic zent as a part
vou- membership. Send your check for S’IG
Lo the asscociation treasurer:

Ethel Brier Koller
3100 College Avenue #4
Bzrkeley, TR 34705

We would appreciate if those renewing as
well as new membeatrs mc-uld include wour
mailing address and telephone number.

I¥ you do pot receive a rneusletter in |
Jaruary, April, June ar September, or if
wou have a change of address, please
notify the editors:

Char‘les and theﬂe McBrayer
5312 Saut th East Avenue
Tulea, OK ?414

Je need the correc giling addrege for
kh‘s Ev-ad Halters o;? ﬂendgrcc-nunﬁ, NC
and Ella McEraver of Raleigh, NC
theit- september newsletters were
treturned to us az undeliverable.

gince

The MacBrair
Charles & Phile
ool S-:;u,tQ [
Tulsa, OK 7

rmlr Rssociation
icBraver

."t h East Avenue
4145

Carl
41z

KUDOS TO REGION 3

Congt-atulations to Martha Brooks
Humphrles, correspon-:innt from Region 2!

{dfﬂl] e£ iIn this_ region, whether members
-:hg he ax_ r'alr amily Asscciation o mot,

he sent a newsletter telling about the
reunlon irn Idabel, OK which she had

ttended, and touting the Family
ﬂ:;o-_latlon She enclosed a cc-;:e of the
Conztitution, the Cepfember "In eHdnce
and a membership dF'E lication hopina to
encourage more participation in the
Resociation.

Communication is wital Martha's enthusiasn
iz reflected in her neuwslztter to Reqgion 3,
but she needs news to make the
neusletter uorthmhlle as da the editatrs
of "In Defiance".

Be sure to send to the editors any
information concerning reunions, chanaes
within fanilies, news or queries. |t all
depends o voul Deadline for April "In
Defiance": March

NATIONAL
REUNION
JULY 27 & 28, 1991

FLAN NOW TO ATTEND!

MeBraver
Char Lane

Midwest City, OH 73110
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